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RECENT CASES. 143 

The defense in the original action rested on the ground that no notice 
had been given of the falsity of a material warranty in the original policy 
as to the existence of certain division walls, and that the waiver of the war- 
ranty by the insurance brokers was ultra vires. Particular importance is 
given to the prevailing doctrine that insurance brokers are not agents, the 
leading case mentioned being Allen v. Insurance Co., 123 N. Y. 6. The many 
cases contra are not now considered of authority. The court argues that 
the endorsement, containing no mention of the warranty, but reiterating the 
original policy in other respects, and subsequently added to the policy, 
was not a waiver, because not conflicting with original form of policy. 
It is clear that this is not the real reason, for the endorsement did 
not act as a waiver, because it was added (according to the evidence) 
by the brokers, who were not agents, and therefore had no authority to 
waive a warranty. The dissenting opinion is a most thorough demonstra- 
tion of the possibility of waiver by such an endorsement, but does not even 
allude to the possible lack of authority on part of the brokers. This disre- 
gard of the vital question makes the dissenting opinion of no weight what- 
ever. The brokers were not agents, had no authority to waive conditions, 
and notice to them was not notice to the company or its agents. Smith v. 
Farmers' Mut. F. Ins. Co., 19 Ohio St. 287; Devens v. Mechanics, etc., Ins. Co., 
83 N. Y. 168. 

Municipal Bonds — Demand — Priorities — Meyer v. Widber, Treas- 
urer (Bohen, Intervener), 58 Pac. Rep. 532 (Cal.).— Held, that where under 
statute damages to abutting property owners are to be paid only in bonds, it 
is no defense to a mandamus compelling payment of a bond, that other bond- 
holders had made prior demands, which had been refused for lack of funds. 
Beatty, C. J., Temple, J., and Henshaw, J., dissenting. 

The decision of the court is without doubt correct. The demand upon 
the treasurer, when he had funds applicable for the purpose, gives the parties 
demanding, upon refusal of their demand, the right to a mandamus. Meyer 
v. Porter, 65 Cal. 67. The fact that the intervener neglected to follow up his 
demand by an action would not give him a preferred claim over one who 
made a subsequent demand and chose to enforce his right. It has been held 
that a judgment creditor of a county who had received a warrant on the 
treasurer, which was refused payment, might have mandamus to enforce 
collection of a tax to pay such judgment, and that he is not bound to wait 
and take his turn among other warrant holders. 2 Cent. Law lournal 771. 

The chief justice, who dissents, contends that the intervener should be 
given priority in payment, for, having made a prior demand, the treasurer 
was legally obliged to make payment, unless the intervener had forfeited his 
rights. Furthermore, that it was the duty of the appellant to show that when 
he commenced his proceeding, that those who had made prior demands had 
lost their right of action. This the appellant failed to do. The contention 
is also made that if the doctrine of this case is carried to its logical conclu- 
sion, the custodian of a fund in the position of the defendant may pay or 
refuse those who make demands, irrespectively, unless sued, or he may 
refuse all until some favored claimant serves him with a writ of mandamus 
The judge, however, fails to cite any authorities in support of this reason- 
ing. 

Municipal Corporations— Ordinances— Hack Stands in Streets 
Adjacent to Railway Depots — Pennsylvania Co. v. Chicago, 54 N. E. 
825.— The Union Depot, leased by the Pennsylvania Company and used by 
several different railways, fronts on Canal street, between Madison and Van 
Buren. All through tickets of lines using this depot bear coupons for con- 
veyance through the city of Chicago from this station to the station of the 
connecting line, and each railway company has a contract for the use of a 
line of coaches for the performance of this service. A portion of the rail- 



